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(Answers will be published in the next issue and on the website from early January).
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The following are stills taken from well-known TV series featuring railway locations.  
Larger images can be viewed on the SLUG website. Can you name the series?
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THE MEETING SEASON
by Roger Davis

Like the political parties, it appears that the rail industry chooses September and 
October for its annual conferences.  SLUG accepted invitations from both West 
Midlands Trains and Chiltern Railways to attend their stakeholder conferences in 
Birmingham and Leamington Spa respectively.  Although the formal presentations 
were interesting, with TV travel expert Simon Calder entertaining his audience for 
nearly an hour with a superb presentation at the WMT event, the main reason for 
attending was to grab somebody “in the know” during refreshment breaks and talk 
informally about issues which affect SLUG.  

At the WMT event, I was able to speak to its Operations Director about the current 
high level of cancellations (particularly on Saturdays) and the poor external condition 
of the Class 172 units which look as if they haven’t been washed for months.  He told 
me that steps were being taken to resolve both issues, the former being due to 
current staff contract agreements and the latter due to problems with the carriage 
cleaners at Tyseley.  SLUG has been given his contact details so that we can speak 
with him if the situation does not improve.

The Chiltern event enabled us to discuss the reduced number of through services 
between the Stourbridge line and London Marylebone with Chiltern’s Regional 
Growth Manager.  The situation at present is that the six Silver sets used on some 
Birmingham to London services, which are based at Stourbridge Depot, are now 47 
years old and need to be replaced.  Chiltern Railways has identified 13 loco-hauled 
five-car trainsets which were built in 2019 for Transpennine Express and which are 
now surplus to requirements.  

Chiltern has now submitted a final business case to take over these sets.  Its 
preferred option is to take all 13 sets to increase capacity on many services, although 
the other option is replace the six old sets on a one-for-one basis.  A decision is 
expected from the Department for Transport at about Christmas time.  If this 
happens, the units should enter service with Chiltern in December 2025 and would 
be based at Stourbridge.  In addition, if all 13 sets were received, they would replace 
most of the smaller diesel multiple units on Birmingham services.  It would also put 
Chiltern in a position not only to restore through services to Stourbridge to the 
previous level, but potentially improve them as well. 

One of the trainsets identified by Chiltern Railways is seen at Scarborough station in 2019
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The forecourt now boasts a boat, restored as a planter, which celebrates 
Kidderminster’s twin town of Hosum in Germany.  The walls on the platforms under 
Comberton Hill bridge have been decorated with a collage of advertising boards from 
Kidderminster Museum of Carpets on platform 1 and an artwork depicting GWR 
“Hall” Class locomotive 4930 Hagley Hall on platform 2.  In addition on platform 2, a 
collage reproducing every blue plaque from the town of Kidderminster has been set 
up together with a map showing the location of each of the blue plaques.

The station adoption group’s efforts at Kidderminster were recognised in September 
at the West Midlands Trains stakeholder conference when it received the award for 
the best community project on the West Midlands Railway network.  We at SLUG 
congratulate the adoption group for its award and applaud the work and effort that 
has been put in at Kidderminster station.  Let’s hope that this award is a catalyst for 
other stations on our line to be adopted and transformed, not only in Worcestershire 
under the auspices of WCRP but also at stations in the West Midlands where a 
community rail partnership does not exist.  If you can think of anybody who may be 
interested in adopting a station, they can contact us by using the form at 
https://www.stourbridgelineusergroup.info/about-slug.html.  We will then put them 
in touch with the people who run the station adoption scheme.

A collage of Kidderminster’a blue plaques

PASSENGER NUMBERS INCREASE
by John Warren

On 21 November, the Office of Road and Rail published the annual estimates of 
station usage data for the period from April 2023 to March 2024.  The good news is 
that patronage on the Stourbridge line increased by over 15% compared with the 
previous year.  However, this is still nearly 25% down on the pre-Covid figures mostly 
due to less rush hour travel.  Detailed figures for each station are as follows :-
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
by Roger Davis

As well as being an independent rail 
campaign group, SLUG is a member of a 
number of umbrella groups.  One of 
these is the Worcestershire Community 
Rail Partnership (WCRP) which was 
founded in 2019.  The original Chairman 
of WCRP was our own late Chairman William Whiting who did much to establish the 
organisation until his sad death early last year.  William’s contribution to WCRP will 
be recognised in early 2025 when a GWR bench will be installed at Worcester 
Foregate Street station in his memory.

Since its inception, WCRP has been responsible for a number of initiatives which 
started when it introduced a competition to name the four lines within the county.  
As a result, the line from Hagley to Worcester is now known as The Wyre Valley Line.  
A series of walks between adjacent stations along each line were designed under the 
“Rail Trails” banner.  On our line, the five walks range from 2.1 miles (Blakedown to 
Hagley) to 7.9 miles (Worcester Foregate Street to Droitwich Spa).  All walks on each 
of the four lines may be viewed at https://wcrp.org.uk/rail-trails/ while links to the 
pdfs describing the five walks on our line may be found on the SLUG website at 
https://www.stourbridgelineusergroup.info/rail-trails.html.  This website page also 
has a link to walks from stations east of Birmingham served by direct trains from our 
line.  These walks have been devised by the Heart of England Community Rail 
Partnership.

However, the main aim of WCRP at present is to co-ordinate the adoption of all 
stations within Worcestershire by community groups.  At present on our line, 
Worcester Foregate Street, Droitwich Spa and Kidderminster have been adopted by 
Friends of Foregate Street, Friends of Droitwich Station and U3a Wyre Forest and 
District respectively.  WCRP has also had meetings with potential station adopters 
at Hartlebury and Blakedown but progress at Hagley is at a less advanced stage.

Visitors to Kidderminster station will notice that a few extra features have appeared 
both on the station forecourt and on the platforms.  

U3a Wyre Forest has installed these features at Kidderminster station
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We do seem to have an ally in Cat Eccles, the new Stourbridge MP, who used a 
parliamentary meeting with Chiltern Railways to press for a better service along the 
Stourbridge line.

We were also able to talk to the Chair of the West Midlands Combined Authority 
Transport Delivery Overview & Scrutiny Committee, a councillor from Hall Green in 
Birmingham.  He has championed the restoration of a rail based link between 
Stourbridge Junction and Brierley Hill for at least five years, something that Dudley 
councillors have failed miserably to do.  We were able to talk in detail about the 
corridor and we gave him a copy of our document detailing the various options.  This 
conversation means that SLUG has made contact with another valuable ally.

In addition to these conferences organised by the operating companies, SLUG has 
also instigated meetings with the people who run our railways.  We have had two 
informal meetings with the new Stakeholder Manager at West Midlands Trains over 
a cup of coffee where we have discussed a number of issues.  These informal 
meetings will continue bi-monthly and will be supplemented by formal meetings at 
West Midlands Trains Birmingham office when all local rail user groups will be present.

Our final meeting this period was with three very senior members of the West 
Midlands Rail Executive at its office in Summer Lane.  We were told that WMRE is 
monitoring the current performance level of West Midlands Trains very closely.  One 
positive was that the insistence of the previous Government that all negotiations with 
the unions were done at national level by the Rail Delivery Group has now been 
reversed, meaning that West Midlands Trains was now talking directly with the 
unions about rest day working.  At the meeting, we also gained support from WMRE 
on our proposed minor changes to the Stourbridge line timetable so, hopefully, West 
Midlands Trains may change its stance and implement them.  

On the subject of Stourbridge to Brierley Hill, we heard that Transport for West 
Midlands had instigated a full study into the corridor and had already dismissed a 
road based solution.  Our options document had already been submitted to the 

study.  Hopefully, the study should 
report back sometime in 2025.  We were 
also told that initial work had started on 
options for the future operation of the 
Stourbridge Town branch as the Class 
139 railcars were reaching the end of 
their operational lives.  We have no 
further details but we have asked to be 
kept informed and we will let you know 
as soon as there is anything that we can 
report.

It's been a busy period and, as you can see, your committee has done all it can to 
ensure that the train operators know what passengers on the Stourbridge line want.  
We will continue to act on your behalf so, if you have any issues that you want raising 
with the operators, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

How much longer will the Class 
139s operate the Town branch?
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RAILWAY 200
by John Warren

On 27 September 1825, steam locomotive 
Locomotion No. 1 travelled about 20 miles 
between Shildon, Darlington and Stockton.  With 
a top speed of 15 mph, it carried between 450 
and 600 passengers on board open wagons 
designed to carry 300 - described by modern 
day customers of CrossCountry Trains as the 
height of luxury.  This is considered to be the first passenger train service hauled by 
a steam locomotive and the rail industry has decided to commemorate this 
bicentenary with a series of events under the banner Railway 200.  A dedicated 
website (https://railway200.co.uk/) has been set up and details of all events will be 
posted on this website as they are announced.

In this area, three events had been announced on the website at the time of writing.  
The first is the Severn Valley Railway’s Winter Steam Gala on Saturday 4 and Sunday 
5 January.  Also at Kidderminster throughout September, the Railway Museum 
adjacent to the SVR station will be running Railart 2025, a free exhibition of railway 
art by members of the Guild of Railway Artists.  Finally, on Saturday 17 May, BCIMO 
will be organising a family day at the Very Light Rail National Innovation Centre on 
the site of the old Dudley station which includes a tour of the centre and a ride into 
Dudley Tunnel.  Tickets and full details are available on the Railway 200 website.

In addition, both West Midlands Trains and Chiltern Railways are finalising their plans 
for celebrating the bicentenary.  Chiltern Railways has already stated that it will 
rebrand one of its trains into a special Railway 200 livery while it is hoped that an 
exhibition train that will tour the country during summer 2025 will stop in this area. 

Therefore, you should keep an eye out for further events as they are announced on 
the Railway 200 website.  SLUG will pass on information about additional events 
both in future editions of Platform and on its website and Facebook page.

The new timetable which starts on 16 December sees just one small change on the 
Stourbridge line.  However, it brings good news for our Blakedown based members.

The 0820 service from Kidderminster to Whitlocks End will depart two minutes earlier 
at 0818 and will call additionally at Blakedown at 0822.

DECEMBER TIMETABLE CHANGE
by Roger Davis

4-5 January

Severn Valley Railway

17 May

Dudley VLRNIC

1-30 September

Kidderminster Railway Museum

(NRM)27 September 1825

Stockton
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NEWS IN BRIEF
edited by Rob Hebron

Snow Hill Makeover.  West Midlands Railway, in partnership with Colmore Business 
District, has created a new look for Birmingham Snow Hill station, celebrating and 
promoting the region’s most loved attractions.  The station now boasts an eye-
catching new frontage, featuring vibrant panels, which showcases Birmingham-
based attractions and a colourful map of the West Midlands, including iconic 
locations like Lichfield Cathedral, Black Country Living Museum and Shakespeare’s 
birthplace.                                                                                        (Source:- WMT Newsletter)

A Capital Idea. CrossCountry trains has 
announced a “new” direct service 
between Cardiff and Edinburgh starting 
on 16 December.  Despite the publicity 
machine describing it as a brand new 
service, the service will replace an 
existing Cardiff to Nottingham service 
between Cardiff and Birmingham New 
Street, an existing Nottingham to Cardiff 
service from Gloucester to Cardiff and will 
reduce an existing service from Plymouth 

from 8-car to 4-car as far as Birmingham New Street.  This means that the service 
will stop at Worcestershire Parkway northbound but not southbound!       (Source:- CfR)

Heidi Hi.  Transport Secretary Louise Haigh resigned on 29 November and has been 
replaced by Heidi Alexander.  Just before her resignation, the Railway Ownership Bill 
passed all parliamentary stages and received Royal Assent.  This has resulted in the 
announcement that the first three private rail operators will be transferred to public 
ownership in 2025.  The companies are South Western Railway (in May), c2c (in July), 
and Greater Anglia (in the autumn).                                                          (Source:- Railnews)

The Best of Three.  Electric ‘tri-mode’ 
trains have been introduced to passenger 
services for the first time in the UK as part 
of the South Wales Metro.  The new Class 
756 Fast Light Intercity and Regional 
Trains (FLIRTs) will be powered by 
recently installed overhead electrified 
wires but can switch to battery or diesel 
mode where there are no overheads.  
Customers will benefit from level 
boarding, more capacity, improved 
seating and far better internal facilities.                                              (Source:- TfW website)

Shrub Hill Lifts.  Work to install lifts at Worcester Shrub Hill station will start soon.  At 
present, disabled passengers arriving on platform 2 have to wait for station staff to 
assist them across a board crossing to exit the station.                 (Source:- WMT Newsletter)

CrossCountry claims that Cardiff and Edinburgh 
will be connected for the first time on 16 

December, On 31 March 2018, the 0700 service 
waits to leave Cardiff Central for . er  . Edinburgh

A Transport for Wales Class 756 
tri-mode on test at Swindon in 2023

(Transport for Wales)

(Jeremy Segrott)


